Novel concepts for analgesia in pediatric surgical patients. Cyclo-oxygenase-2 inhibitors, alpha 2-agonists, and opioids.
Pain has been an understated concern in infants and children. Failure to recognize pain in the past has resulted in undue suffering by infants and children of all ages, but with the introduction of instruments to measure pain and a widespread appreciation of the severity of this problem in this age group, pain is rapidly coming under control. Novel concepts in both old and new analgesics have created safe and effective pain management strategies for infants and children. This review examines three analgesics and their potential roles in infants and children: cyclo-oxygenase (COX)-2 inhibitors, alpha 2-agonists and opioids.